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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 60267 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267 

REPLY TO 
ATIENTIONOF June 2, 2008 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Ms. Pam Breaux 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Cultural Development 
Department of CUlture, Recreation and Tourism 
P.O. Box 4427 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

Dear Ms. Breaux: 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, plans to replace the existing lock at 
the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC) in Orleans Parish, Louisiana. This project will impact 
three areas; a graving area and two stockpile areas (Attachment 1). The graving area is a large 
excavation in which the lock will be constructed and later floated to the appropriate location. All 
three areas have been used to store dredge material since the 1950's. Two archaeological 
sites (Attachment 2) have been recorded within or near the project area. These sites, 160R40 
and 160R41 have been recommended to be not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Site 160R40 was described as a prehistoric midden dating to the Poverty Point period. The site 
originally consisted in a scatter of redeposited shell and artifacts located within dredge material 
on the bank of the Gulf Intracoastal Water Way (GIWW). A single auger test near the waterline 
appeared to locate intact midden buried beneath approximately 2 meters of peat deposits 
(Gagliano et al. 1975). A later investigation (Thomas 1982) found that widening and 
maintenance dredging of the GIWW had destroyed the site. The exact relationship of the 
location of 160R40 and the subject project area is unknown. 

Site 160R41 was recorded as prehistoric midden dating to the Tchefuncte period. The site was 
located on a buried natural levee on the south bank of the GIWW and just east of the Paris 
Road Bridge. Investigations by Pearson (1984) attempted to relocate and assess 160R41 but 
were unsuccessful. However investigations were restricted to the Area of Potential Effect and 
did not encompass the entire site area so it is possible that some intact deposits remain. As 
with 160R40, the exact relationship of the location of 160R41 and the subject project area is 
unknown. 

A meeting was held on June 1, 2008 among representatives from the New Orleans District, 
Coastal Environments, Inc. and the Department of Archaeology to determine the level of site 
identification effort as per 36CFR Part 800.4. It was decided that archaeological investigations 
for this project will consist in periodic monitoring of the graving area in an attempt to determine if 
either site still exists. If intact cultural deposits are found, all work in that area will stop and a 



plan to document the site and to determine National Register eligibility will be made in 
consultation with the Department of Archaeology and any interested Native American tribes who 
wish to participate. If either site is determined to be eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places, consultation under 36CFR Part 800.5 and 800.6 will be initiated. Whether the sites are 
found or not, a supplemental or site update form will be completed documenting the condition 
and/or the existence of 160R40 and 160R41. 

Thank you for your cooperation with this project. If you have any questions, or require 
additional information, please contact Gary DeMarcay at (504) 862-2039. 

Reference Cited 

Gagliano, Sherwood M., Richard A. Weinstein and Eileen K. Burden 
1975	 Archaeological Investigations Along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway: Coastal 

Louisiana Area. Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans 
District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 

Pearson, Charles E. 
1984	 Archaeological Evaluation of the Paris Road Site (160R41), Orleans Parish, 

Louisiana. Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans 
District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 

Thomas, Prentice M. 
1982	 Archaeological Investigations at the Linsley Site (160R40). Submitted to the 

Port of New Orleans Department of Planning and Port Development, New 
Orleans Louisiana by New World Research, Inc. New Orleans. 

Sincerely, 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 60267 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70160-0267 

 June 2, 2008  
 
 
Planning, Programs, and  
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn:  CEMVN-PM-RN 
 
Mr. Alton LeBlanc, Chairman 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 661 
Charenton, La. 70523 
 
Dear Chairman LeBlanc: 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, plans to replace the existing lock at 
the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC) in Orleans Parish, Louisiana.  This project will impact 
three areas; a graving area and two stockpile areas (Attachment 1).  The graving area is a large 
excavation in which the lock will be constructed and later floated to the appropriate location.  All 
three areas have been used to store dredge material since the 1950’s.  Two archaeological 
sites (Attachment 2) have been recorded within or near the project area.  These sites, 16OR40 
and 16OR41 have been recommended to be not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
 
Site 16OR40 was described as a prehistoric midden dating to the Poverty Point period.  The site 
originally consisted in a scatter of redeposited shell and artifacts located within dredge material  
on the bank of the Gulf Intracoastal Water Way (GIWW).  A single auger test near the waterline 
appeared to locate intact midden buried beneath approximately 2 meters of peat deposits 
(Gagliano et al. 1975).  A later investigation (Thomas 1982) found that widening and 
maintenance dredging of the GIWW had destroyed the site.  The exact relationship of the 
location of 16OR40 and the subject project area is unknown. 
 
Site 16OR41 was recorded as prehistoric midden dating to the Tchefuncte period.  The site was 
located on a buried natural levee on the south bank of the GIWW and just east of the Paris 
Road Bridge.  Investigations by Pearson (1984) attempted to relocate and assess 16OR41 but 
were unsuccessful.  However investigations were restricted to the Area of Potential Effect and 
did not encompass the entire site area so it is possible that some intact deposits remain.  As 
with 16OR40, the exact relationship of the location of 16OR41 and the subject project area is 
unknown. 
 
A  meeting was held on June 1, 2008 among  representatives from the New Orleans District, 
Coastal Environments, Inc. and the Department of Archaeology to determine the level of site 
identification effort as per 36CFR Part 800.4.  It was decided that archaeological investigations 
for this project will consist in periodic monitoring of the graving area in an attempt to determine if 
either site still exists.  If intact cultural deposits are found, all work in that area will stop and a 
plan to document the site and to determine National Register eligibility will be made in 
consultation with the Department of Archaeology and any interested Native American tribes who 
wish to participate.  If either site is determined to be eligible to the National Register of Historic 



Places, consultation under 36CFR Part 800.5 and 800.6 will be initiated. Whether the sites are 
found or not, a supplemental or site update form will be completed documenting the condition 
and/or the existence of 16OR40 and 16OR41.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation with this project.  If you have any questions, or require 
additional information, please contact Gary DeMarcay at (504) 862-2039. 
 

Reference Cited 
 

Gagliano, Sherwood M., Richard A. Weinstein and Eileen K. Burden 
 1975 Archaeological Investigations Along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway: Coastal  
  Louisiana Area.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans  
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Pearson, Charles E. 
 1984 Archaeological Evaluation of the Paris Road Site (16OR41), Orleans Parish,  
  Louisiana.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans   
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Thomas, Prentice M. 
 1982 Archaeological Investigations at the Linsley Site (16OR40).  Submitted to the  
  Port of New Orleans Department of Planning and Port Development, New  
  Orleans Louisiana by New World Research, Inc. New Orleans. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
        Elizabeth Wiggins 
        Chief, Environmental Planning 
        And Compliance Branch 
 
 
 
 
 
          EXNICIOS 
          CEMVN-PM-RN 
 
 
          WIGGINS 
          CEMVN-PM-R 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 60267 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70160-0267 

 June 2, 2008  
 
 
Planning, Programs, and  
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn:  CEMVN-PM-RN 
 
 
Beasley Denson Chief 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
P.O. Box 6257 
Philadelphia, MS 39530 
 
Dear Chief Denson: 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, plans to replace the existing lock at 
the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC) in Orleans Parish, Louisiana.  This project will impact 
three areas; a graving area and two stockpile areas (Attachment 1).  The graving area is a large 
excavation in which the lock will be constructed and later floated to the appropriate location.  All 
three areas have been used to store dredge material since the 1950’s.  Two archaeological 
sites (Attachment 2) have been recorded within or near the project area.  These sites, 16OR40 
and 16OR41 have been recommended to be not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
 
Site 16OR40 was described as a prehistoric midden dating to the Poverty Point period.  The site 
originally consisted in a scatter of redeposited shell and artifacts located within dredge material  
on the bank of the Gulf Intracoastal Water Way (GIWW).  A single auger test near the waterline 
appeared to locate intact midden buried beneath approximately 2 meters of peat deposits 
(Gagliano et al. 1975).  A later investigation (Thomas 1982) found that widening and 
maintenance dredging of the GIWW had destroyed the site.  The exact relationship of the 
location of 16OR40 and the subject project area is unknown. 
 
Site 16OR41 was recorded as prehistoric midden dating to the Tchefuncte period.  The site was 
located on a buried natural levee on the south bank of the GIWW and just east of the Paris 
Road Bridge.  Investigations by Pearson (1984) attempted to relocate and assess 16OR41 but 
were unsuccessful.  However investigations were restricted to the Area of Potential Effect and 
did not encompass the entire site area so it is possible that some intact deposits remain.  As 
with 16OR40, the exact relationship of the location of 16OR41 and the subject project area is 
unknown. 
 
A  meeting was held on June 1, 2008 among  representatives from the New Orleans District, 
Coastal Environments, Inc. and the Department of Archaeology to determine the level of site 
identification effort as per 36CFR Part 800.4.  It was decided that archaeological investigations 
for this project will consist in periodic monitoring of the graving area in an attempt to determine if 
either site still exists.  If intact cultural deposits are found, all work in that area will stop and a 
plan to document the site and to determine National Register eligibility will be made in 



consultation with the Department of Archaeology and any interested Native American tribes who 
wish to participate.  If either site is determined to be eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places, consultation under 36CFR Part 800.5 and 800.6 will be initiated. Whether the sites are 
found or not, a supplemental or site update form will be completed documenting the condition 
and/or the existence of 16OR40 and 16OR41.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation with this project.  If you have any questions, or require 
additional information, please contact Gary DeMarcay at (504) 862-2039. 
 

Reference Cited 
 

Gagliano, Sherwood M., Richard A. Weinstein and Eileen K. Burden 
 1975 Archaeological Investigations Along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway: Coastal  
  Louisiana Area.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans  
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Pearson, Charles E. 
 1984 Archaeological Evaluation of the Paris Road Site (16OR41), Orleans Parish,  
  Louisiana.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans   
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Thomas, Prentice M. 
 1982 Archaeological Investigations at the Linsley Site (16OR40).  Submitted to the  
  Port of New Orleans Department of Planning and Port Development, New  
  Orleans Louisiana by New World Research, Inc. New Orleans. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
        Elizabeth Wiggins 
        Chief, Environmental Planning 
        And Compliance Branch 
 
cc:  Kenneth H. Carleton w/attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 60267 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70160-0267 

 June 2, 2008  
 
 
Planning, Programs, and  
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn:  CEMVN-PM-RN 
 
John Berrey, Chairman 
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 765 
Quapaw, OK 74363 
 
Dear Chairman Berrey: 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, plans to replace the existing lock at 
the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC) in Orleans Parish, Louisiana.  This project will impact 
three areas; a graving area and two stockpile areas (Attachment 1).  The graving area is a large 
excavation in which the lock will be constructed and later floated to the appropriate location.  All 
three areas have been used to store dredge material since the 1950’s.  Two archaeological 
sites (Attachment 2) have been recorded within or near the project area.  These sites, 16OR40 
and 16OR41 have been recommended to be not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
 
Site 16OR40 was described as a prehistoric midden dating to the Poverty Point period.  The site 
originally consisted in a scatter of redeposited shell and artifacts located within dredge material  
on the bank of the Gulf Intracoastal Water Way (GIWW).  A single auger test near the waterline 
appeared to locate intact midden buried beneath approximately 2 meters of peat deposits 
(Gagliano et al. 1975).  A later investigation (Thomas 1982) found that widening and 
maintenance dredging of the GIWW had destroyed the site.  The exact relationship of the 
location of 16OR40 and the subject project area is unknown. 
 
Site 16OR41 was recorded as prehistoric midden dating to the Tchefuncte period.  The site was 
located on a buried natural levee on the south bank of the GIWW and just east of the Paris 
Road Bridge.  Investigations by Pearson (1984) attempted to relocate and assess 16OR41 but 
were unsuccessful.  However investigations were restricted to the Area of Potential Effect and 
did not encompass the entire site area so it is possible that some intact deposits remain.  As 
with 16OR40, the exact relationship of the location of 16OR41 and the subject project area is 
unknown. 
 
A  meeting was held on June 1, 2008 among  representatives from the New Orleans District, 
Coastal Environments, Inc. and the Department of Archaeology to determine the level of site 
identification effort as per 36CFR Part 800.4.  It was decided that archaeological investigations 
for this project will consist in periodic monitoring of the graving area in an attempt to determine if 
either site still exists.  If intact cultural deposits are found, all work in that area will stop and a 
plan to document the site and to determine National Register eligibility will be made in 
consultation with the Department of Archaeology and any interested Native American tribes who 



wish to participate.  If either site is determined to be eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places, consultation under 36CFR Part 800.5 and 800.6 will be initiated. Whether the sites are 
found or not, a supplemental or site update form will be completed documenting the condition 
and/or the existence of 16OR40 and 16OR41.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation with this project.  If you have any questions, or require 
additional information, please contact Gary DeMarcay at (504) 862-2039. 
 

Reference Cited 
 

Gagliano, Sherwood M., Richard A. Weinstein and Eileen K. Burden 
 1975 Archaeological Investigations Along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway: Coastal  
  Louisiana Area.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans  
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Pearson, Charles E. 
 1984 Archaeological Evaluation of the Paris Road Site (16OR41), Orleans Parish,  
  Louisiana.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans   
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Thomas, Prentice M. 
 1982 Archaeological Investigations at the Linsley Site (16OR40).  Submitted to the  
  Port of New Orleans Department of Planning and Port Development, New  
  Orleans Louisiana by New World Research, Inc. New Orleans. 
 
 
 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
        Elizabeth Wiggins 
        Chief, Environmental Planning 
        And Compliance Branch 
 
cc:  Carrie Wilson w/attachments 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 60267 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  70160-0267 

 June 2, 2008  
 
 
Planning, Programs, and  
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn:  CEMVN-PM-RN 
 
Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
6300 Stirling Rd. 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
 
Dear Chairman Mitchell: 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, plans to replace the existing lock at 
the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC) in Orleans Parish, Louisiana.  This project will impact 
three areas; a graving area and two stockpile areas (Attachment 1).  The graving area is a large 
excavation in which the lock will be constructed and later floated to the appropriate location.  All 
three areas have been used to store dredge material since the 1950’s.  Two archaeological 
sites (Attachment 2) have been recorded within or near the project area.  These sites, 16OR40 
and 16OR41 have been recommended to be not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
 
Site 16OR40 was described as a prehistoric midden dating to the Poverty Point period.  The site 
originally consisted in a scatter of redeposited shell and artifacts located within dredge material  
on the bank of the Gulf Intracoastal Water Way (GIWW).  A single auger test near the waterline 
appeared to locate intact midden buried beneath approximately 2 meters of peat deposits 
(Gagliano et al. 1975).  A later investigation (Thomas 1982) found that widening and 
maintenance dredging of the GIWW had destroyed the site.  The exact relationship of the 
location of 16OR40 and the subject project area is unknown. 
 
Site 16OR41 was recorded as prehistoric midden dating to the Tchefuncte period.  The site was 
located on a buried natural levee on the south bank of the GIWW and just east of the Paris 
Road Bridge.  Investigations by Pearson (1984) attempted to relocate and assess 16OR41 but 
were unsuccessful.  However investigations were restricted to the Area of Potential Effect and 
did not encompass the entire site area so it is possible that some intact deposits remain.  As 
with 16OR40, the exact relationship of the location of 16OR41 and the subject project area is 
unknown. 
 
A  meeting was held on June 1, 2008 among  representatives from the New Orleans District, 
Coastal Environments, Inc. and the Department of Archaeology to determine the level of site 
identification effort as per 36CFR Part 800.4.  It was decided that archaeological investigations 
for this project will consist in periodic monitoring of the graving area in an attempt to determine if 
either site still exists.  If intact cultural deposits are found, all work in that area will stop and a 
plan to document the site and to determine National Register eligibility will be made in 
consultation with the Department of Archaeology and any interested Native American tribes who 



wish to participate.  If either site is determined to be eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places, consultation under 36CFR Part 800.5 and 800.6 will be initiated. Whether the sites are 
found or not, a supplemental or site update form will be completed documenting the condition 
and/or the existence of 16OR40 and 16OR41.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation with this project.  If you have any questions, or require 
additional information, please contact Gary DeMarcay at (504) 862-2039. 
 

Reference Cited 
 

Gagliano, Sherwood M., Richard A. Weinstein and Eileen K. Burden 
 1975 Archaeological Investigations Along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway: Coastal  
  Louisiana Area.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans  
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Pearson, Charles E. 
 1984 Archaeological Evaluation of the Paris Road Site (16OR41), Orleans Parish,  
  Louisiana.  Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans   
  District, by Coastal Environments, Inc. Baton Rouge. 
 
Thomas, Prentice M. 
 1982 Archaeological Investigations at the Linsley Site (16OR40).  Submitted to the  
  Port of New Orleans Department of Planning and Port Development, New  
  Orleans Louisiana by New World Research, Inc. New Orleans. 
 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
        Elizabeth Wiggins 
        Chief, Environmental Planning 
        And Compliance Branch 
 
cc:  Pare Bowlegs w/attachments 

















 




